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Mozart 
     in havanA

Thursday, June 15 | 7pm
Jewish Community Center of 
Northern Virginia

Tales from

Simone Dinnerstein
with the 
Havana Lyceum Orchestra Woodwind Quintet

Mozart:  Quintet for Winds and Piano 

Paquito D’Rivera:  Aires Tropicales  

The FSO and JCCNV collaborate to create a new chamber music series 
featuring renowned artists in an intimate concert setting.  Pianist Simone 
Dinnerstein and the Havana Lyceum Orchestra Woodwind Quintet perform 
works that inspired their new friendship and introduce audiences to Cuba’s 
flourishing musical youth.  

Dinnerstein conceived of this project in 2015 when she first performed with the 
Havana Lyceum Orchestra “When I played with them, I was astonished by their 
commitment to listening and to rehearsal,” Dinnerstein comments, “and by their 
desire to explore music which can too often be worn away by familiarity, as well 
as by their beautiful sound - a sound they made despite the fact that even the 
simplest supplies, like strings and reeds, have been hard to come by in Cuba.” 

Following the concert, join Classical WETA’s David Ginder for an engaging 
discussion with the artists on stage and have an opportunity to get a signed CD 
of Dinnerstein’s new album Mozart in Havana.



Mozart 
     in havanA

Sunday, June 18 | 5pm
GMU Harris Theatre

Simone Dinnerstein
with the 
Havana Lyceum Orchestra
José Antonio Méndez Padrón, music director

Carlos Fariñas:  Punto y Tonadas

Mozart:  Piano Concerto No. 21  
 Piano Concerto No. 23 

Copland:  Appalachian Spring

The Fairfax Symphony launches its new series “FSO: Presents” with the 
renowned pianist Simone Dinnerstein and the virtuosic Havana Lyceum 
Orchestra to make their American debut, the first time an orchestra of this  
size has traveled to the U.S. from Cuba since the revolution. 

In celebration of this historic tour, Sony Classical will release Simone 
Dinnerstein’s new album, Mozart in Havana, this spring.  The new recording 
and inaugural tour with the Havana Lyceum Orchestra is her most ambitious 
undertaking to date and a testament to music’s ability to cross all cultural and 
language barriers.



 Journeywith     myJewishness
Wednesday, September 13 | 7pm
Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia

Amit Peled, cello

Stefan Petrov, piano

Bach:  Cello Suite No. 1 

Bruch:  Kol Nidrei

Bloch:  From Jewish Life

Popper:  Hungarian Rhapsody

This powerful and compelling program follows renowned cellist Amit Peled’s 
personal, musical, and spiritual journey.  From his childhood growing up in a 
small kibbutz in Israel and listening to his mother singing the traditional tune 
Eli Eli, to playing Max Bruch’s Kol Nidrei as a young cellist and personally 
connecting with the Yom Kippur message.  Amit’s effective personal narrative 
in conjunction with a selection of deeply moving works provokes a personal 
spiritual journey for each member of the audience.  

This performance is co-presented by the Fairfax Symphony and  
the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia.



 Fairfax  
Jubilee Saturday, September 16 | 8pm

GMU Center for the Arts

Amit Peled, cello

Camphouse:  Title to Be Announced (World Premiere)

Elgar:  Cello Concerto

Tchaikovsky:   Symphony No. 4

The FSO opens its 60th Anniversary Season with the world premiere of a 
new work by George Mason University faculty composer Mark Camphouse, 
honoring the 275th Anniversary of Fairfax County.  

Voted by Musical America as one of the most influential musicians today, cellist 
Amit Peled returns to celebrate the FSO’s Anniversary Season.  He has been 
described as having “the flair of a young Rostropovich” (American Record Guide) 
and “simply a gorgeous sound” (Baltimore Sun).  

“Peled plays with so much soul, conviction and total 
commitment to the music that is beyond rare.  
      (Classicopia)



      Night of the 
Musical Tsars  

Saturday, October 21 | 8pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

Claire Huangci, piano

Rachmaninoff:  Piano Concerto No. 2

Shostakovich:  Symphony No. 5

Pianist Claire Huangci has captivated audiences since her artistic breakthrough 
in 2009 when she won first prize at the International Chopin Competition 
in Darmstadt, as well as in 2010 at the Chopin Competition in Miami. “It’s 
gratifying to have followed Huangci’s progression from a young prodigy to an 
artist poised for greatness.” (Gramophone Magazine)

The symphonic highlight of the evening is Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony; its 
brilliant premiere was a sensational success with an ovation that lasted well over 
half an hour.  “As the storm of applause shook the columns of the concert hall,” 
the reviewer wrote, “the conductor lifted the score above his head to make it clear 
this ovation was not owed to him, but the creator of the music — Shostakovich.”



      the 
Nutcracker

Saturday, October 21 | 8pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

Saturday, December 16 | 4pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

Christopher Zimmerman, conductor 
with 
The Fairfax Ballet 
Margaret Virkus, Artistic Director

Tchaikovsky:  The Nutcracker  

Experience this timeless holiday classic with the FSO and the Fairfax Ballet – a 
holiday tradition your family will always cherish.  Enjoy a winter wonderland 
of dancing snowflakes, sugar plum fairies and epic battles between heroic toy 
soldiers and mischievous mice.  It’s the perfect holiday treat for the entire family!



Saturday, February 3 | 8pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

 Inspiringthe  
next generatioN

featuring the Fairfax County  
All-Stars Youth Orchestra

In Mo Yang, violin

Tchaikovsky:  Violin Concerto

Tchaikovsky:  Romeo and Juliet – Fantasy Overture

Prokofiev:  Romeo and Juliet Excerpts

Hailed as “one of the new generation’s most talented young string virtuosi”  
(The Violin Channel), Korean violinist In Mo Yang is the First Prize Winner of 
the 2014 Concert Artists Guild Competition.  Most recently, he earned First 
Prize at the 54th International Violin Competition “Premio Paganini” – the 
only First Prize awarded by the competition’s jury in nearly a decade. 

The second half of the program features the 2018 Fairfax County All-Stars Youth 
Orchestra performing side-by-side with the FSO.  This new FSO education 
initiative brings together the brightest young musicians from across Fairfax 
County to form the All-Stars Youth Orchestra.  These talented musicians receive 
mentoring and coaching from FSO musicians, leading up to the concert, and 
are Fairfax County’s dynamic music ambassadors.



Saturday, March 10 | 8pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

Mozart        requieM
Ilya Kaler, violin

Fairfax Choral Society and  
Music & Arts Chorus

Prokofiev:   Violin Concerto No. 2

Mozart:  Requiem

Prokofiev composed his bittersweet and soaring Violin Concerto No. 2 in 1935, 
as he was returning to Russia after decades in the West. The work is said to reflect 
Prokofiev’s nomadic concert-tour life – with the main theme composed in Paris, 
the 2nd movement in Voronezh, the orchestration in Baku and the premiere in 
Madrid.  Hear this classic played by the contemporary violin master Ilya Kaler, 
past Gold Medal winner of the world’s most prestigious international violin 
competitions including the Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow and the Sibelius 
Competition in Helsinki.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s sublime Requiem needs no introduction to music 
lovers everywhere. Its manifold beauties have inspired performers and listeners 
alike for more than two centuries, while intriguing audiences with its mysterious 
history and unfinished score.



Saturday, April 21 | 8pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

Connections      through 
    Time
Simone Dinnerstein, piano

Bach:  Keyboard Concerto in G minor, BWV 1058

Glass:  Piano Concerto No. 3 (Regional Premiere)

Vaughan Williams:  Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis

Elgar:  Introduction and Allegro for Strings

Simone Dinnerstein returns to perform the regional premiere of a new concerto 
written for her by renowned composer Philip Glass.  “I have been a fan of Glass 
since my teens. In fact, his music drama The Photographer was the first live event 
I attended without an adult, and I have always associated his music with coming 
of age,” says Dinnerstein.  “There are almost no concertos written for piano and 
strings since Bach’s time. Both Glass and I have a strong interest in Bach and 
how his music impacts us today.  The pairing of the Bach concerto with his own 
composition will create myriad strands of connectivity enabling the listener to 
create bridges between the old and new.”

“ Her sound is indeed translucent, extremely clear, and 
always beautiful.”    (BBC Music Magazine)



Saturday, May 12 | 8pm
GMU Center for the Arts 

     anniversary  
gala celebration
60th

Danielle Talamantes, soprano

Carl Tanner, tenor
with 
the Fairfax Choral Society and  
Music & Arts Chorus

Celebrate the FSO’s 60th Anniversary with beloved arias and duets with soprano 
Danielle Talamantes and tenor Carl Tanner.  From the majesty of Aida to the 
tenderness of La Bohème and the romance of Turandot’s Nessun Dorma, experience 
an unforgettable evening filled with soaring melodies and tender duets from Verdi, 
Puccini, and Bernstein.

“ Mr. Tanner left no doubt about his prowess, singing 
with a firm, generously sized voice and producing 
clarion top notes...”  (The New York Times)

 “ Talamantes coupled rich vibrancy with stellar fluency.”  
     (The Washington Post)
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